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Vol. 1 No. 4 December, 1989 
- Editorial - 


— Me Aeed A ANew World 
for Christmas ~ 


As this issue was being prepared, we were unpleasantly surprised by the tragic 
earthquake in northern California. And, just a couple of weeks earlier, there was the 
equally tragic strike by hurricane Hugo on the coast of South Carolina. 


Some may conclude that both disasters originated with a wrathful Deity. Perhaps. 
We are, however, reminded that the rain falls on the just and the unjust. We suppose it is 
not our place to decide such questions. But we feel it is proper, especially at this Holiday 
Season, to rise above our own concerns and to expand our vision of the Brotherhood of Man. 


Well-known organizations provide the means for us to help those in need when their 
situations may be urgent and catastrophic. And there are always those close at hand 
whose need is critical, such as our homeless, for Charity has no timetable. 


“Peace On Earth to Men of Good Will” is an appropriate message for all seasons. All of 
us are voyagers aboard Planet Earth. We are at last accepting the necessity and the 
urgency of protecting our common home. Even nations and commercial interests which 
ignored environmental warning signals are taking another look Scaling down pollution, 
ending the blight of acid rain, preserving and renewing our forests, adopting plans to recycle 
waste - all are coming to the forefront of popular action. Much remains to be done, in 
areas like the drug “war", but we are coming to understand the consequences of inaction. 


Although repression of popular movements for human freedom still occurs, no day's 
news fails to report new or continued activity for reform and simple justice. The Berlin 
Wall is on its way down. Understanding is growing of the waste and futility of the arms 
race. And although old problems may yet be with us longer than we would wish, bitter 
rivalries may be waning as leaders come to acknowledge the enduring power of the human 
spirit. And so, as our winter solstice approaches, in Earth’s longest night, it may at last 
be appropriate to pray, “We need A New World for Christmas.” 
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Society of Wireless 


Pioneers,Inc. 
Officers and Board of Governors 


Term of Office: 
Jan. 1, 1990 through Dec. 31, 1991 


ELECTION REPORT 


Here are results of the balloting for 


Officers and Board of Governors of the 
Society. Votes were tabulated by Charles 
J. Coleman, 2959-P, KGZUR, Election Teller. 
Ballots postmarked through October 31, 1989 
were valid for counting. 


PRESIDENT: 
Wiliam C. Willmott, 
Merritt Island, FL., 32953. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Paul N. Dane, 146 Coleen St, Livermore, CA., 


1630 Venus St. 


94550. 
TREASURER: 
Lorin G. DeMerritt 410 Grundel ODr., 


Sebastopol, CA., 95472 


** * VICE PRESIDENTS * * * 
SENIOR: 

John J. Kelleher 
MD., 20904 


FINANCE-AUDIT: 
Eben K. Cady 2330 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood 
City, CA., 94061 


MEMBERSHIP: 
John N. Elwood 
AZ., 85017. 


612 Ednor Rd., Silver Spring, 


5716 N. 34th Dr., Phoenix, 


(Mr. Elwood has submitted his resignation which 
has been accepted with regret.) 


PROMOTION AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Emerson R. Mehrling, 
10109 Blue Coat Dr., Fairfax, VA., 22030. 


CHAPTERS: 
William R. Miller 


217 Porterfield Pl. 
NY., 11520. 


Freeport, 


INTERNATIONAL AFFA/RS: John N. Sandison 
2928 Queen 5t., Regina, Sask. Canada, $45 2E4. 


AWARDS: 
John H. Swafford 
Arlington, VA., 22205. 


POM MNT Aes 
Henry K. Warner Rte 
Kennebunkport, ME, 04046. 


2025 N. Kensington St. 


3, Box 1480, 


PUBLICATIONS: 
Theodore K. Phelps, 
Dr., Columbus, OH., 43213. 
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** BOARD of GOVERNORS** 


6289 Olde Orchard 


-Wiliam A. Breniman- 
Chairman - P.O Box 530, 
Santa Rosa, CA., 95402. 


Judge James Harvey Brown 1802 Redesdale 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA. 90026. 


Robert L. Farris, 1244 La Cresta Blvd. El 


Cajon, CA., 92021 


Wiliam T. Jackson, 4247 N. 82nd Dr., Phoenix, 
AZ., 85033 


Graydon A. Lewis, 3421 Stark St., Eugene, OR., 
97404 


Alice Mitchell, Deacon’s Farm, Blisland, Bodmin., 
Cornwall, England, PL30 4LD. 


Olive J. Roeckner, PO Box 789, Kaslo, BC 


Canada, VOG 1MO. 


Paul L. Schmidt, PO Box 105, 214 N. 
Washington St, Bloomfield, IN 47424 
Eric Walter, 


28, 3604 _ Thun, 
Switzerland. 
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Postgassli 


John Edwards, (UK Director) 81 Hunter Ave., 
Shenfield, Brentwood. Essex CM15  8PF 
England. 
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WELCOME~-NEW MEMBERS 


4896-M Robert Dean Leatherman, “Bob’/Judy 
Kay, WB9GCU, RR#2, Box 224, Co. Rd. 220N., 
Avilla, IN 46710. FS: 1957 - USS Intrepid, CVA-11 
USN. 


4897-V Robert W. McDow, “Bob’/Bonnie, 
W4K0G, 436 Guill Ct, North Palm Beach, FL., 
33408. FS: 1946 - Prague, Czech. AACS. 


4898-V Otis B. Cox, */Liz, Non-Amateur,621 


Mattingwood Dr., Charlotte, NC, 28226. FS: 
1943 - SS Mary Bickerdyke/ KUNY. 
4899-V Donald £. Bennet, “Don’/Mildred, 


WG6DTZ, 3514 Branson Dr., San Mateo, CA., 
94403. FS: 1941 - Hendrick Army Airfield/USAAC. 


4900-V Frank O. Jones, */Molly, NSMMB 41414 S. 
Trenton, Tulsa, OK., 74105. FS: 1945 - Leyte, Pl. 
Signal Corps. 


4901-P Charles A. Poston, “Charile’/Norma 
Lee, WS5MO0O, PO Box 9, Port Arthur, TX. 
77641-0009. 


Season's Greetings 


Another year has come and 
gone. Thanks to the loyal and 
continuing support of our 
feu SOWP is alive and 
well. 


The past year has been a 
busy one for the Society. The 
creation and publication of our 
new World Wireless Beacon on 
a regular basis has been a 
major milestone. The new 
publication is one we can all 
be proud of. 


An election has taken place 
this year to ensure that the 
Society has officers to guide it 
for another two years. 
Thanks to the dedication of 
those who have agreed to 
serve, SOWP is in good hands. 


Let us all be grateful for 
the many blessings we have 
shared and the wonderful 
friendships we have enjoyed 
over the years. 


As 1989 comes to a close, 
let me take this opportunity, in 
behalf of all our officers and 
Board members, to wish 
every member of SOWP a 
Happy and Healthy Holiday 


Season. May 1990 be your 
best year ever! Season’s 
Greetings! 


Bill rile 784-V - K4ATF 
President, SOWP 
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~~~Chapter News~~~ 


Jack Binns Chapter, Seattle, 
Washington, Sept. 9, 1989. 


-By Don Newman, 58-P, W7CO, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 


During regular Transcon net 
schedules this past Summer 
with Hank, WIHRQ, | had a 
chance to talk with Ted 
Pheips, W8TP, Editor of the 
World Wireless Beacon, and 
learn of his planned trip to the 
Northwest. Ted advised that 
he would be in Seattle from 
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September 5 through 10. 


We usually schedule a 
luncheon meeting in October, 
but it was decided to advance 
it to September in honor of 
Ted and his wife, Jodie, who 
were about to start a bus 
tour through the Canadian 
Rockies, followed by a 
seven-day cruise through the 
Alaskan Inside Passage aboard 
MS Noordam. 


Fortunately, it was possible 
to reserve the famous Dog 
House restaurant for 
Saturday, Sept. 9 as we had 
done on June 17, 1989, when 
Bill and Ruth Breniman were 
our quests. 


L. to R.: Don Newman, Viggo Conradt—Eberkn 
Heavens and John Dudley. 


After an introduction by 
Chapter Director John Dudley, 
2798-V, W7ITJ, the meeting 
was turned over to Ted, who 
gave some of his history as a 
wireless operator on the 
Great Lakes. This rang a bell 
with members Art Antilla, Alex 
Burton and Al Woody who had 
also served on the Lakes. 

Ted also recounted some 
interesting items concerning 
the editing, publication and 
distribution of the Beacon, 
including its current mail 
distribution problem in Canada. 


A round-table discussion 
followed, and after the 
meeting everyone had a 
chance to chat with Ted. A 
letter from Bill Breniman also 
was read. Including our 
guests, 34 SOWP members and 
their wives attended. 


During the general 
discussion, Ted received 
suggestions from the members 
including the reprinting of 
classic articles from Sparks 
Journal in the World Wireless 
Beacon, and proposals for 
either voluntary contributions 
or an-— additional postage 
charge to better serve our 
members outside the United 
States. 


Ted Phelps, John Price, Alex Burton, Ted 


After the informal meeting, 
several of the group gathered 
for photos in the “W7 OSL 
room’'behind our meeting area. 
Pa a a a a oe 2 2 a a ee ee ae 
(SOWP and amateur radio 
gatherings were started at 
the Dog House more than 30 
years ago by by Don Newman 
and a few others. Your 
Editor and his Lady wish to 
thank our hosts of the Jack 
Binns Chapter for their warm 
hospitality and a rare and 
pleasant opportunity to meet 
several of our SOWP 
colleagues.) 
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to Athabasca...Alaska...and back! 
- by Ye Editor - 


Our stay in Seattle this summer was all too 
short. Its highlight was our meeting with our 
SOWP friends. But we also had time to explore 
the city on foot. A nostalgic “return trip” for 
Ye Ed was a trip by catamaran to Victoria, BC, 
the island capital of that Canadian province. 
We retraced the beginning of my voyage ona 
troop transport in 1945 outbound from Seattle 
to Okinawa. Back then we passed the island. 


This time, we spent an enjoyable day in 
Victoria, including the traditional British 
afternoon “high tea’, a real “first” for me since | 
never drink hot tea at home! And before 
leaving Seattle, we got an “eagle’s eye” view 
of the city, including distant Mount Ranier, from 
the famous Space Needle, luckily on one of the 
clearest days of the year. 


Then it was on to the Canadian Rockies via 
tour bus, beginning Monday, September 11. We 
headed north through Leavenworth, WA and 
our border crossing just north of Oroville. We 
overnighted at Kelowna, BC. Next day, 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, we continued north and 
northeast through Rogers Pass, a lunch-break 
Stop where we saw a short film covering the 
winter artillery work of the Canadian army 
using 105mm howitzers to break up potential 
avalanches on mountainsides above major 
highways. 


We crossed into Alberta that afternoon. 
Now we were truly in the Canadian Rockies! 
We took a short walk around the spectacularly 
beautiful mountain-lake environment before 


enjoying a sumptuous dinner and overnight 
Stay at Chateau Lake Louise. 


Next day, Wednesday, September 13, we 
toured the fantastic, unspoiled beauty of the 
Bow river valley enroute to Banff, Alberta. 
Here we had a bird’s eye view of the valley 
from an aerial tram, followed by dinner and 
overnight et the Banff Springs Hotel. 


On Thursday, September 14, we followed 
the Continental Range highway to the 
northwest to the Columbia icefields. Here we 
boarded a high-axle “snowmobile” to reach the 
Athabasca Glacier, where we had to carefully 
watch for deep crevasses during a brief walk 
on the ancient ice. 


“Downhill” was our route on Friday, 
September 15, to Kamloops, BC, through the 
Fraser river valley. Now we were in the 
foothills of the Canadian Rockies, and not far 
from our port of embarkation for Alaska, 
Vancouver. 


After lunch in Vancouver, we saw a bit of 
Stanley Park and after some ‘“hurry-up 
and-wait’ boarded the Holland America Line’s 
MS NOORDAM/PJCO Saturday, September 16, 
for a week of Alaskan Inside Passage cruising. 


This is NOT a commercial for a cruise line! 
But having had some long-ago experience with 
shipboard ‘dining’, ! would have to say 
“magnifique” for the Noordam’s'§ steward’s 
department! And neither of us gained weight! 


se 


(Please see ALASKA, next page) 
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ALASKA - from Page 4 

Before departing Vancouver on Saturday 
evening, Sept. 16, | decided to try my 
two-meter hand-held radio from an open deck 
position aboard ship. A local repeater quickly 
connected me to Ted Heavens, VE7CHE, our 
Canadian postal monitor. Then it was 
dinnertime for ‘5-Star” cuisine which we 
enjoyed each evening. 


The NOORDAM seemed 
“passenger’s passenger = ship”. 
stateroom was more than adequate. 
Everything worked properly, including the 
shower. Each morning, on nearing or entering 
an Alaskan port, we could turn on our 
in-stateroom TV set for the “bridge view". 
Other TV fare included pickups from shore or a 
current film. Aboard ship, | was an early riser. 
| hit the breakfast chow line by 7:30. My wife 
preferred room-service breakfast prior to our 
shoreside activities. 


to be a 
Our = inside 


to us 


Our first two ports of call were Ketchikan, 
totem pole capital of the world and Juneau, the 
State’s official Capital. Old Alaska hands say 
that the 49th US state must be seen from the 
air to be truly appreciated. From Juneau | took 
a 45-minute, four-passenger float plane tour 
over mountains, glaciers and fjords. Words 
cannot properly describe the fantastic view! In 
the distance below we spotted a moose cow 
and her calf. They were attempting to hide in 
shoulder-high foliage. 


On Wednesday, September 20, we cruised 
Glacier Bay. There were sightings of bald 
eagle, seals and sea lions and magnificent 
humpback whales! 


Aboard MS Noordam | made certain to visit 
the radio station, Call letters, PUCO (Netherlands 
Antilles). As | approached, | could hear a CW 
signal: “cp cp de KMI KMI"”, followed by a long 
traffic list for ships. KMI, Dixon, CA., is one of 
three high+seas radiotelephone coastal stations 
regularly monitored by PJCO. The radio staff 
consists of a Chief Radio Officer and one 
Assistant R.O. Their station is open for “public 
correspondence” traffic whenever MS 
NOORDAM is underway. 


The station equipment, modern in every 
respect, is housed in five associated bays. It is 
composed of four separate “systems”, Main, 
Reserve, Remote and VHF. All marine 
frequencies and operating modes are available. 
We noted four identical receiver units, each 
with an LCD frequency readout. All bore the 
trademark “Sailor”. Other lettering said 
“Aalborg, Denmark”. Bay No. 5, in the photo, 
houses a unit labeled “Philips Teletype over 


Radio” which is connected to nearby keyboard 
units. On the NOORDAM top deck are two 
satellite radomes, employed daily for telex 
traffic and, when reception conditions are good, 
a two to four page videotex “newspaper” is 
received, duplicated and distributed to each 
Stateroom. It’s “news”, however, is 24 to 36 
hours old and has many uncorrected errors. 


Sitka, our final port of call, on Thursday, 
September 21, was the last outpost of Russia in 
North America. Here a group of local women 
have become famous with their authentic 
re-creation of Russian folk dances. 


Our one-week Alaska cruise ended early 
Saturday morning, September 23 with our 
return to Vancouver. Debarkation was efficient 
and swift, but | had time once again to use my 
hand-held radio. | set it to 147.54 mHz., simpiex 
and called VE7YL, Elizabeth, on the Vancouver 
Mobile Visitors net. Contact was established 
but conditions were marginal. We were also 
able to briefly reach VE7AAT, Art. Then it was 
bus-loading time for our return to Seattle and 
our air flight back to Columbus, Ohio, on Sunday, 
September 24. Our 20-day vacation trip was 
over. It was one of our very best! 
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“The Seagoing Saga of LAIOGA”~ 


Born on the little island of Aakeroya off the 
coast of Norway, Sylvia Gabrielsen, (SOWP 
4885-M) grew up with the ocean as her 
nearest neighbour. Her father and grandfather 
were seamen, the latter becoming a fisherman 
with his own boat and crew, so it was 
inevitable that Sylvia should feel drawn to the 
sea as well, At age 19 she made her first 
voyage and then returned to school to study 
radio and obtain her licence, signing on as Radio 
Officer when she became 22. 


Those of us who went to sea remember our 
first ship’ vividly. Sylvia is no exception. That 
day has been firmly anchored in her memory. 
To join her ship, Sylvia had to travel from 
Kristiansand, on the southeastern tip of 
Norway, to Tangier, Morocco, changing planes 
three times enroute. 


She was met by the ship’s agent at the 
airport and drven by car to the port of Ceuta, 
a trip of more than two hours. Sylvia 
remembers the agent’s embarassment at 
meeting a ‘girl operator’, not being used to 
female crew members, and that he had some 
difficulty adjusting to that fait accompli. 


The tanker Sylvia was joining had only to 
take on fuel at Ceuta. She managed to make it 
aboard with little time to spare. The departing 
operator gave her a short briefing of no more 
than about 20 minutes, mainly on how to put 
the station on the air. Then he hurried down 
the gangway to catch his homeward-bound 
plane. 


So there Sylvia stood, all by herself, now 
responsible for the radio Communications of a 
ship for the first time in her life. The ship’s 
callsign was easy to remember, LEAP, being 
somewhat prophetic for Sylvia. 


She remembers her feelings of apprehension 
when starting up the transmitter to send her 
first traffic. But she got an immediate response 
from the coastal station after just one call. 
Sylvia thought to herself, “Can you believe it! 
It works!" 


After her initiation aboard that tanker, Sylvia 
saw service on a variety of vessels: other 
tankers, an iron-ore carrier, a fruit ship, cargo 
and passenger ships - worldwide service with 
reguiar shipping lines that spanned the years 
from 1961 to 1970. In between, there was a 
short period as relief operator at the 
Kristiansand coastal station. Sylvia’s final 
three years as Sparks were aboard a 


wos 


Se 


= Buoys and Gulls - by Olive/VE7ERA —~- WS 


{ A ‘world atlas’ map of Scandinavia would be 
useful when reading this article. - Editor ] 


North Sea passenger ship which sailed between 
Norway and England. It was during this latter 


service that Sylvia experienced an event 
which stands out in her memory above all 
others, 'The Hundred Years Wave’. 


At the time, Sylvia was Second Radio Officer 
on the passenger ferry which sailed weekly 
between Oslo, Kristiansand and Newcastle, 
popularly called ‘the England run’. They were 
on their way home from Newcastle when the 
dreaded wave rolled across the North Sea. 


But this is not Sylvia’s story alone. A 
principal player in the drama to follow was LGZ, 
Farsund Radio, situated on the ’Listaland’ shore, 
a stone's throw from the tidal waves of the 
North Sea. Very recently, ‘the  stauea 
celebrated fifty years of maritime service as a 
coastal station. “The station has always been 
a professional and effective partner in many a 
distress situation,” says Sylvia with pride, “and 
Seafarers from all nations have counted on 
‘Farsund’ and still do...” 

The Fall season in Norway brings many 
storms, especially down the long western 
coastline, and the amount of distress traffic 
increases at that time of year. In September, 
1968, these Fall storms came early and LGZ 
coped with no less than 26 emergencies from 
vessels during that month alone. 


Sylvia wrote to the former and now retired 
Chief Operator of Farsund Radio in order to 
obtain first-hand information on LGZ’s 
experiences during the 'Century Wave’ period. 


The ‘wave’ is a phenomenon described by 
scientists as occurring once in a century. 
Many factors must be present in the 
meteorological picture as well as the precise 
coordination of all factors, before such a huge 
wave can develop. It starts from the sea 
bottom, bursting upward, and after reaching 
the surface, travels on with great speed. 


On March 12, 1969, something indefinable was 
in the air. There was a feeling of unease at 
Farsund radio station. Daily routines went on 
as usual, but extra alertness was given to the 
distress frequencies of 500 kHz. and 2182 kHz. 


Daily, exact/y at 1200 hours, LGZ had a sked 
with a weathership for the latest reports. 
Station personnel could not remember there 
ever being a deviation from that routine. So on 
this day in March, when one..two..and then 

(Please see SAGA, next page) 
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(SAGA - from page 6) 

three minutes went by in silent waiting for a 
reply, the LGZ operators knew something 
portentous must have taken place. 


The coastal station immediately sent out an 
(urgency) ‘PAN-PAN' voice message (XXX on cw) 
to all ships. Seconds later an Icelandic vessel 
reported back. They had observed the 
weathership, now lying awash with a 90 degree 
list, having been lifted up by an enormous 
wave, her masts just under the surface of the 
sea. 


Slowly, very slowly, the weathership rose. 
Her Chief Mate, thrown overboard, caught hold 
of a rope and hauled himself back on deck. 
The anchors dragged. The battered vessel 
began to drift against wind, tide and current 
toward the Bay of Hamburg. She was found 
there later by rescuers, her crew alive, locked 
in a cabin below deck. 


All at once the North Sea was chaos. Many 
a ’MAYDAY’ call was sent by stricken ships, 
registered and confirmed by LGZ. During those 
first hours no rescue vessel could leave port 
and there were no rescue helicopters available 
to respond as there are today. 


A&A Greek ship of 10,000 brt. drifted just 
outside Lindesness, Norway, unable to turn 
about so that her bow could point into the 
waves. As large masses of water thundered 
over her hatchcovers, there was great 
danger of their staving in, the holds filling and 
the ship sinking. A tiny rescue boat from the 
Vilage of Stjernoya, near Mandal, more than a 
hundred times smaller than the Greek vessel, 
went out to assist. When asked by LGZ about 
the weather conditions, the rescueman, in a 
masterpiece of understatement, replied, “Not 
much to talk about.” 


A Norwegian vessel in distress had another 
Norwegian ship nearby, but the latter was 
unable to assist. Several times the radioroom 
of the standby vessel reported to LGZ that the 
stricken ship was capsizing. But, unbelievably, 
she rose again, not willing to give up or die. 


For days the crew at Farsund Radio were 
on continuous duty, only relieved for the 
necessary ‘musts’. Everything that could be 
done, was done, and after a little improvement 
in weather conditions, all rescue facilities 
became engaged in saving lives and property. 
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many seamen were drowned during the 
passing of ‘The Wave’. 


Three days later, a German vessel 


observed two capsized Swedish trawlers. No 
distress call had been received from them. 
Their crews had found watery graves. 


After travelling across the North Sea, the 
wave raised the level of the Elbe river so high 
that many streets in Hamburg looked like 
canals. Cellars were flooded. 


The Oslo-Newcastle ferry was, like most 
ferries, a lot of superstructure with little 
beneath and was known to roll and pitch a lot 
in rough seas. But on the day of ’The Wave’ 
nothing could be compared to former voyages. 
The ship’s bell on the forecastle was swung 
upside down and remained so for a long time. 
During the worst hours, the high bridgewing 
touched the surface of the water and on one 
occasion, the wing filled with seawater, due to 
the 6O-degree list. Fortunately there was no 
one out on the wing at the time. The ship’s 
catering department could not function. The 
hundred or so passengers aboard kept to their 
cabins. 


The two-person radio crew had their cabins 
on the bridgedeck, behind the chartroom. The 
radio station was situated one deck below and 
was reachable only from outside, since no 
inside stairway was provided. Consequently, 
remembers Sylvia, during the nightmarish hours 
of March 13, the weather mandated that both 
operators remain inside the radio room. No one 
could cross the deck with safety. When she 
was not taking her turns at the operating 
position, Sylvia sat on the station’s deck to 
avoid being thrown out of her chair. 


The crossing eventually compleed, nothing 
could compare to the feeling of having solid 
ground beneath one’s feet again! 


“Its also good to know that such a 
phenomenon of nature occurs only once in a 
century,’ is Sylvia’s final Comment, “let us 
eth aioe be prepared around the year 2069 


Home for Sylvia is the attractive city of 
Arendal on the southeast coast of Norway. 
She is quite active as LA1OGA and operates 
primarily on 20, 15 and 10 metres (particularly 
the latter) from about O600 - 0800 UTC and 
4100 - 1300 UTC, and during her evenings. 


Good Dx! 
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Radio/LGZ is listed in current radio 


a 
monitoring text as operating SSB on 1750, 2635 
and 2642 kHz; OSX on 2470, 2118 and 2125 khz. 
respectively. - Editor. 
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Executive Director’s 
Report 
By Paul N. Dane 


Its time to summarize SOWP's activities for 
another year: [ll begin by saying that we are 
“pack on track” once again with a regular 
publication, the World Wireless Beacon, which 
seems to be well received by our members. 
Our newsletter, however, is still not reaching 
everyone as promptly as we would like. Editor 
Ted Phelps tells me our third-class mailings to 
our USA members take about three weeks from 
the date of posting from the Columbus, OH area. 


Mailing to Canadian and overseas members 
sent First Class from there has proved to be 
very unsatisfactory. Most of our non-USA 
members just do not receive the Beacon, even 
when it is marked ‘Airmail’. Ted has tried to 
have the U.S. Postal Service investigate the 
problem. Their response is that they have no 
way to contrc!l mail once it has reached 
another country “..particularly if the mail has 
no accountability features, such as registration, 
assigned to it...’ Therefore, starting with this 
issue, we will try another method: Mailing of 
this newsletter will be made from Seattle, WA to 
Canadian and foreign addresses. Thanks to 
SOWP members Don Newman and John Dudley 
who have volunteered for this effort. 


Our election of officers and Board members 
reported on page 2, was again tallied by 
Charles Coleman, who reported reasonable 
participation from USA members, but hardly any 
from other countries. He received a few 
comments along with ballots. One member felt 
that the voting slate, with no alternate choice 
of candidates, made our election too similar to 
those in the Soviet Union. Another commented, 
“Lets get some FLIGHT Radio Officers in here.” 


The Society of Wireless Pioneers is your 
organization. May | respectfully suggest that, 
during the coming two years, members other 
than those noted on page 2, make your desires 
for SOWP known to President Bill Willmot, to me 
or to members of our Board of Governors. | 
assure you, we will listen! 


Finally, let me comment on our membership 
list. It Continues to grow in a healthy fashion. 
We thank John Elwood for his efforts in that 
direction and regret his stepping down. Help 
from members who recruit their friends is 
always appreciated, too. Also, we have so far 
been able to keep our annual dues at $10 (US), 
but if postal charges increase or our 
international mail problem continues, we may be 
forced to request a change in fees. In a large 
organization like ours, there are members who 


drop behind in their financial support. Our 
mailing expenses are increasing. We want to 
continue sending you our newsletter but we do 
need everyone to pay dues promptly. If you 
don't recall your dues status, please drop me a 
line. I'll be glad to respond. 


Now, my very warm wishes to you and 
yours for the Holidays. May 1990 be an 
especially Happy and Healthy New Year! 


"Ck 


Pa 
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~~~-~ Book Review ~ ~~ 
QTC by “Sparks” 


“This ‘radio officer's scrapbook’ sketches 
out the history of radio or ships and focuses 
on the inhabitant of the radio shack. 
Traditionally conservative seamen, even after 
80 years, have never quite accepted Sparks. 
But you'll find this book..(a) grab bag of 
autobiographical anecdotes, historical 
background, SOS-rescues, travel tales and 
mysteries of the sea..." - Excerpt from the 
book jacket. 


The author of QO7C {| Have A Message For 
You) is Ray Redwood, SOWP 4072-V, KASHCX. 
His book is just what the above excerpt says, 
a melange of marine radio history: biographical 
clips, some of which could carry an ‘R’ rating, 
hilarious anecdotes, travel adventures and 
detailed accounts, including conjecture by the 
author, on the Morro Castle (1934) and Titanic 
(1912) marine disasters. We found the book 
interesting and absorbing, with an easy-going 
Style. We believe it may have special interest 
for members whose professional experience is 
from other than the marine radio field. Its 
contents could become a future source book 
for research into the history of wireless/radio 
in the 20th century. 


On a final page, the author makes a speciai 
statement of appreciation for help he received 
from SOWP in the preparation of his book, This 
review, based on opinions of the editor of 
the World Wireless Beacon, is not intended as 
an official endorsement of Q7C by the Society 
of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 


OTC, copyright 1989, is available at $15 hard 
cover, $8.95 paperback, from Sequoia Press, 
2502 Cockburn Drive, Austin, TX 78745. 
Orders from Texas should include 7.75% sales 
tax. 
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HURRICANE HUGO, the "QUAKE 
** * and ME ~ * * 


Some of our members were more than just 
TV eye-witnesses in September and October 
1989 to two natural disasters. Here are their 
stories from our Mailbag. - Editor. 

Charlie Krause, 1412-V, N7ESJ, writes 
from Myrtle Beach, SC: 


“We evacuated about 12:30 pm _ EDT 
september 21, to an area about 18 miles 


northwest of Myrtle Beach. Hurricane Hugo hit 


the Charleston, SC area about 4:00 a.m. EDT the 
next day, Friday, September 22, 1989. | 
returned to my apartment about 5:00 pm EDT 
september 23 and about 11:00 pm the same day 
we had a power failure which lasted until noon 
on Sunday, September 24. 


“As is usual when a major disaster of the 
magnitude of Hurricane Hugo occurs, or is 
about to occur, conflicting information about 
events is the order of the day over the mass 
electronic media. This was particularly true 
from noon on the Zist until the same time next 
day. The announcers on TV, (until our cable 
service failed about 8 pm September 21) and 
after that the radio announcers - all tended to 
understate the situation. They were 
extremely confused about events, facts and 
figures - from the position, course and speed of 
the advance of the hurricane, to the 
approximate time and where it would actually 
hit the South Carolina coast. Most of them 
seemed not to know latitude from longitude or 
north from south. Nor did they appear to know 
Charleston, SC from Myrtle Beach. My 
estimated time of the strike wasn’t off by more 
than two hours and my estimate of where Hugo 
would hit the coast was between Charleston 
and Myrtle Beach. On the other hand, TV and 
radio announcers semed determined to place 
the strike from Cape Canaveral, FL to Virginia 
Beach, VA. 


“This was a “severe” hurricane, with winds 
reported at 135 miles per hour and having peak 
gusts at 165 mph. The “radius” of 
hurricane-force winds a few hours preceding 
the strike was reported as 60 _ miles. 
Storm-force winds (64 to 75 mph - Ed.) were 
reported outward from the center in a radius 
of 200 to 250 miles. Hurricane Hugo caused 
the sea to surge as high as an estimated 18 
feet. 


“Hugo was also strange in that the usual 
gale-force winds heavy rains and 
thunderstorms that are supposed to precede 
and follow such a storm, did not occur or were 


delayed. Heavy rains did occur on September 
24, 


“After the hurricane hit, the ’news’ people 
remained just as confused, of not more so, and 
the Myrtle Beach and Surfside Beach areas, as 
well as other storm-ravaged areas, were 
subjected to conflicting information concerning 
actions of city, county and state government 
and the status of city utilities and services... 


“On the morning of Friday, September 22, the 
mayor of Myrtle Beach was permitting 
evacuees to return between the hours of 7 am 
and 7 pm EDT, but the state governor 
cancelled that. Many, including myself, were in 
the city limits before the governor overrode 
the mayor's decision to permit people to return 
to their homes...” 


A HUGO STORY 
By Arthur C. “Ace” Winter, 
W2ADB/4 


3506-P, 


Our OTH is Mount Pleasant, SC., six miles 
north of the bridges to Charleston, SC. 
Elevation is 25 feet. We evacuated on 
Wednesday, September 20, just in time. We 
drove to a Ramada Inn in West Columbia, SC., 
120 miles to the west and carried’ with us 
water, food, flashlights, a kerosene lantern, etc. 
The road was “clean and green” on the way 
out. However, during the night, the Governor 
issued an order that the barrier islands of 
Sullivan and Isle of Palms located across the 
Intra-Coastal waterway from Mt. Pleasant must 
be evacuated. It was an order, not a request 
and 7,000 residents came streaming off the 
islands over the only escape route, an old 
broken-down bridge which later fell into the 
waterway cutting off further escape. Each 
person was allowed to carry one suitcase, no 
more and “no pets allowed”. All people living 
along the coast from Charleston to Myrtle 
Beach were advised to move inland. 


All day Thursday, September 21, hundreds of 
thousands of cars streamed out of Charleston 
westbound on the main escape route, |-26. 
The hurricane arrived a day earlier than 
expected. That night, steady winds of 135 mph 
hit Mt. Pleasant and Charleston. Gusts were as 
high as 175 mph. 


Sulliivan’s Island and the Isle of Palms were 
submerged under 19 feet of water. Some 
houses floated into the ocean and hundreds of 
boats piled up inland, far from tne seashore. 
These barrier islands are devastated. Clothes. 
personal belongings, automobiles, refrigerators, 
etc. are strewn all over the island. 

(Please see HURRICANE - Page 15) 
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The Loma Prieta/Santa Cruz. California 
Earthquake - October 17, 1989 - 5:04 PM 
~Some Personal Experiences 
From Those Who Were There~ 
(Contributed by Al Newbold, 2407-1/, L1GMMG) 


Bill Green, 4294-P, KGRZ, San Bruno, CA: "| was 
in front of my house when all of a sudden the 
ground began rolling. | noticed that my big 
living room window seemed to be moving. But 
our only damage was that about a dozen 
champagne glasses came crashing down and 
broke. We also received some small cracks in 
the patio behind our house. We were lucky.” 


Bob Kelly, 2432-V, W6MXO, Pacifica, CA: “After 
that 15-second shake, I’m still jumpy. My wife 
was driving from Linda Mar and was stopped 
at a traffic light when the ground shook. A lady 
in a car ahead of her jumped out of her vehicle 
and ran away, frightened.” 


Al Newbold, 2407-V, WGMMG, Belmont , CA: ‘I 
was sitting in my living room with the TV on, 
Starting tO watch game three of the baseball 
World Series at Candlestick Park in San 
Francisco. Our house started to roll and rock 
and the movement increased in intensity. | 
noticed the dining room chandelier swinging 
back and forth. The picture disappeared from 
the TV screen. My wife was in the kitchen. | 
said to her, ‘This must be the grand-daddy of 
them all.’ She thought the refrigerator was 
moving. Switching channels on the TV, !/ noticed 
that all were silent. There was a power failure 
in San Francisco. It didn’t take long for them to 
switch to emergency power: all came back on 
the air. The nearby channel 4 (NBC) station 
came on with a purple tint to their video for 
awhile. | put a small transistor radio to my ear 
and heard reports coming in fast and furious. | 
think that 15-second shake was the longest 15 
seconds | ever lived through. We were very 
lucky. NO damage occurred here at all; just a 
small, empty cardboard box fell to the ground 
from the rafters in my garage.” 


Alfred Olsen and his wife, San Carlos, CA: “We 
had just sat down for our evening meal when it 
happened. A fairly heavy cup fell down off the 
shelf. it broke my dish of apple sauce. The 
doors of our kitchen cupboard flew open and 
dishes came tumbling down. In the dining room, 
the china closet doors popped open and wine 
glasses and goblets came crashing down. 
Several small items fell off shelves in the 
hallway. A picture fell off the wall in the living 
room, fell on the TV plug receptacle and broke 
it}; - just one of Murphy’s laws in action. 


Chuck Fitch, W3ENS, Dallas, OR. picked the 
wrong time to show up in Watsonville, CA,, 


where he and his wife were in a motel. “The 
shaking started. My wife was resting on the 
bed and | was about to take a shower. The TV 


fell over and a lamp fell down. Even the 
clothes hanging in the closet fell off their 
hangers. A bit later, outside, we noticed a 


(liquor) bar where all the plate glass windows 
shattered and left broken glass all around. We 
left Watsonville and headed (southeast) for 
Paso Robles.” 


Jim Knochenhauer, San Mateo, was heard on 
20-meter SSB with three other stations, picking 
up health and welfare inquiry messages. The 
local newspaper said they handled 1,900 
requests. 


Del Lingenfelter, KFGMD, Boulder Creek, CA,, 
just about at the epicenter of the temblor, 
reported: “| was passing through a doorway of 
my house when the ’quake struck. It was a 
long, 15-second shake. It was noisy inside too, 
from breaking glassware, good china, dishes, 
and so on. We had structural damage to one 
bedroom and the garage. We had ~*no 
commercial power, so! used my SkW generator 
for flighting and cooking. We had some 
neighbors in for dinner. Someone else in our 
town was having a house built and was just 
about to move in. It collapsed when the ‘quake 
hit - a total loss.” 


- A Couple’s Brush With Death on Bridge - 
(By Jim Doyle, San Francisco Chronic/e) 


Bruce Stephan was sure he was going to die. 
The 33-year-old engineer was returning home 
to San Francisco with a co-worker on the 
upper deck of the Bay bridge when the big 
quake hit. 

First his car began to jump up and down. 
Then the portion of the bridge he was driving 
on collapsed below his automobile. The car 
plunged from the upper deck onto the 
damaged lower deck, and nearly into the bay. 

“We were falling through the bridge and there 
was nothing to catch us,’ he said. Stephan 
turned to his co-worker and told her, “Janice, 
we are going to die.” 

Suddenly, a piece of the gnarled bridge 
caught the car and the pair dangled 
precariously above the water. ‘| saw water 
below us. | felt sure we were going into the 
bay.” 

But the car moved no further. Stephan 
climbed out a window and dragged his dazed 
and bleeding companion to safety. Once 
outside the car, the pair..were taken to San 
Francisco General Hospital and released with 
just minor injuries. 

“This is my second life," Stephan said after 
leaving the hospital...’ | died back there.” 
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An Afternoon with Senator Goldwater 


Barry Goldwater and Ed Sharpe 
At Barry’s Station 


Since we were researching the early 
history of radio broadcasting in Arizona, we 
dug out a brochure from KOY that LeeAnn 
and I used for subject material for another 
publication we had edited years ago. In this 
brochure, we read that former U.S. Senator 
Barry Goldwater had worked for a place called 
Neilson Radio which owned KOY back in the 
days when it was called KFCB. 


We wrote to Mr. Goldwater to inquire as 
to his remembrances of the early days. We 
expected only a return phone call, but instead 
we were treated to an invitation to his house. 


The following is a part of our conversa- 
tion during the time the three of us spent 
together one afternoon in June. 


Ed - Barry, can you tell us a bit about 
the early days of radio in Arizona, especially 
dealing with your relationship with the Neilson 
Radio Company? 


Goldwater - Earl Neilson was the first 
wireless and radio professional. He started out 
as a mechanic for the Chevrolet dealership 
company, and he started out building wireless 
sets at night... 


When I was in high school I was inter- 
ested in radio, so I would stop in and sweep the 
floor and pick up things... So he finally said I 
was working for him, and I worked a whole 
year and he gave me a headset... 


By Edward and LeeAnn Sharpe 


In a little store area he finally had a shop. 
Was on what we called the town beach- It was 
a canal that ran parallel to Van Buren, and it 
made a nice place to have a shop due to the fact 
that if you didn’t want something, you just 
threw it in the canal. 


Earl Neilson had an amateur call 6BBH. 
I was an amateur also, and my call was 6BPI. 
(Earl) had a little transmitter we put together, 
and I would go down at night and play 
phonogragh records. I think one night they 
heard me in Mesa! 


Ed - Was it actually legal to play music 
over an amateur transmitting station in those 
days? 


LeeAnn - I don’t think there was much 
regulation in those days. 


Goldwater - Well, we never worried 
about that. 


Ed - What year was this that you started 
working in Neilson’s shop? 


Goldwater - In 1922 or 23. I was 15. We 
built the first broadcast transmitter there. It 
later became KFAD and now it is KTAR. It 
was a 250 watt transmitter. There used to be 
a very prominent family here called MacArthur. 
They were in the Dodge automobile business 
on Jackson and Central. We put the antenna on 
their building and started transmitting... that’s 
about the way broadcasting got started here. 


Ed - That station was before KOY then? 
Goldwater - Yes! KFAD was first. 


LeeAnn - When was the first time you 
became interested in radio? 


Goldwater - I do not remember the 
exact date, but I remember telling my father 
I was interested in wireless. I built this little 
crystal set, and that kind of astounded him. So 
for Christmas he gave me a little Westinghouse 
called an Aeriola, Sr. and it helped a lot. 


(CONTINUED - Page 12) 


FROM Page 11 


For a transmitter, I used a small Ford 
spark coil to transmit with. That we later 
replaced with a larger spark transmitter, and 
then with a 20 watt rig once tubes became more 
available. 


Ed - 
radios. 


I have one of those Aeriola, Sr. 


Goldwater - Wow! Those are worth a 
bundle now. 


Ed - Our company has taken it upon 
ourselves to sponsor a radio museum of elec- 
tricity and communications. 


Goldwater - Well, that is good. We 
should have done it a long time ago. To think 
of all the old equipment I have had over the 
years. I wish to God I still had it! 


Ed You never 
hung on to any of your 
old equipment you used 
in those days? 


Goldwater - No, I 
had a few pieces in my 
mother’s garage, and 
people borrowed them... 


I can tell you some- 
thing earlier than radio. 
The first telegraph was 
brought to Phoenix by my 
uncle. It was an Army 
line, but he learned the code and the first call 
that came through, he answered it. The re- 
sponse from the other end was, “get the hell 
off the line!” 


I also remember the heliograph. The 
Army used them to transmit signals all over the 
state. There was a very important one up on top 
of Navajo Mountain - at about 12000 ft. 


There was a lot of early activity in 
wireless and radio even in the early days. I 
would hear someone’s call sign and write it 
down, and go visit them. 
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I still stay active with radio. Lately, I 
have been playing with weather and fax re- 
ception. 


Ed - Did you manage to save any of the 
old books on radio that you had in earlier 
days? 


Goldwater - No, I do not have any of 
them anymore. I had one old call book, but 
I gave it away to someone who was looking 
for them. 


Ed - The earliest one I have managed 
to get was 1925. 


Goldwater - Well, keep looking, they 
are around. I think you are on a worthwhile 
project and I hope you don’t get tired of 
doing it - it is needed. No one had ever taken 
the time to do it. 


Mr. Goldwater, 
LeeAnn and I left the 
house and walked out 
towards the Senator’s 
Ham shack, which is a 
converted pool house 
alongside his swimming 
pool. 


Goldwater - Here 
is something you might 
like for your museum. It 
is a military aviator’s 
key. They would clip it on their leg and... 


After a demonstration of the way a J47 
aviator’s key was positioned and used, the 
Senator showed us the radio equipment in his 
radio room. One item that was great fun was 
a “talking”’ voice synthesizer antenna rotator 
that he used to position his beam antenna. It 
would actually tell you the direction the an- 
tenna was pointing. Except for one old R-388 
Collins receiver, all other equipment was of 
modern vintage. Barry Goldwater’s radio 
room also sported a computer used for tele- 
type, FAX, and Morse code. 


(CONTINUED - Page 13) 
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FROM Page 12 


There were many other things that the 
three of us discussed about radio - and things 
which had nothing to do with radio, which can 
not be reported in these brief pages. LeeAnn 


Senator Goldwater Shows Use of the J-47 Key. 


and I were both happy to have had a chance 
to visit Arizona’s grand man of early radio. We 
look forward to his visiting our museum, as it 
is always best to learn about old communica- 
tions equipment from someone who actually 
used it. 


LESS SESS SESE SESS SSE SESS SSS SS SS Ss | 


Editor’s Note: The 
article is presented in this 
issue to coincide with the 
December 2, 1989 Second Annual 
SOWP-QCWA Combined Luncheon in 


foregoing 


Phoenix, AZ. Senator Barry 
Goldwater, SOWP Honorary 
Member No. oy K7UGA, is 


Keynote Speaker. 


Our thanks to the authors, 
Ed and Lee Ann Sharpe, SOWP 
members 4826-M and 027Q0-TA, 
respectively, who operate the 
Southwest Museum of 
Electricity and Communications 
in Phoenix, AZ. Their address 
is 2224 West Desert Cove Rd. 
#205, Phoenix, AZ 85029. 


FORO OR OOK GIO 
W6RO QRT FROM QUEEN MARY 


After 10 years of 
operation aboard the classic 
former Cunard Liner QUEEN MARY 
in Long Beach, CA harbor, the 
operation was shut down after 
Labor Day, September 4, 1989, 
according to spokesmen for 
Long Beach Associated Radio 
Amateurs, the club which 
supplied volunteer operators, 

"For the past year,'' said 
the spokesmen, ''we have not 
been able to get management to 
allow us to repair the beam 
antenna. Management also asked 
us to spend more time talking 
to the tourists. For most of 
us, that has been a delight, 
but our wireless room manager 
has told the ship management 
it would be in violation of 
nCComreguiatzons®.. for, suse. to 
accept commercial trattic 
orders from visitors in 
operation of the amateur radio 
station.'' 

“Amateur operators have 
spent many hours talking to 
tourists and visiting amateurs 
from around the world, in 
addition to having many DX 
QSO’s, In return, management 
had the services of 150 
volunteers who provided the 


only year-round live exhibit 
in the QUEEN MARY - SPRUCE 
GOOSE complex. It was a 
wonderful 18 years of 


operation and it was a lot of 
run. «: 

(-A.D.Halberg K6PQZ and A.W. 
Dietrich KB6JES in OPEN HIRE 
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~~~ Silent Keys ~~~ 


WITH DEEP REGRET, WE REPORT THE PASSING OF 
THE FOLLOWING SOWP MEMBERS: 


2°22 2 £5242 


Howard J. Bowman, Sr., 1427-P, KATB, 
Hendersonville, NC., June 8, 1988. 


Henrik Kurt Carisen, 75,W22XM, Master, SS 
FLYING ENTERPRISE, 1952, Woodbridge, NJ, Oct. 
Peygsetsts 


Frank D,. Cawley, 3176-P, G2GM, Freshwater 
Bay, England, June 24, 1989. Cancer. 


Eugene WN. Clark, 1530-P, WAGNDS, San Mateo, 
CA. 


Robert C. “Dutch” Dietsch, 3265-P, W7Z7JSR, 
Seattle, WA., Oct. 25, 1989. Cancer. 


Fred W. Dowdy, 4507-V, WSMOB, 
Tribodaux, LA. 


Gordon Elliott, 3154-P, W6ECIT, Redwood City, 
CA. 


Thomas H. Ellis, 1842-SGP, KB4FUT, 
Crystal Beach, FL. Age 82, heart failure. 


Eric H. Forsman, 3667-SGP, ex-7AE, Friday 
Harbor, WA., August 1, 1989. 


William C. Goforth, 2867-V, Non Amateur, 
Petaluma, CA., May 20, 1989. Cancer. 


Manuel Goulart, 16-P, WOAH, Springfield, MO., 
Dec. 21, 1988. 


Howard W. Gouid, 2779-P, W5CG, 
Bentonville, AR., August 27, 1989. 


Wilfred L. Gray, 547-P, Non Amateur, 
Logan, UT., May 21, 1989. 


Gerald Hiitz, 3367-P, W6GJI, Napa, CA., 
August 1, 1989. 


Stuart L. lreland, 4317-P, NA 


Ellensburg, WA., Sept. 1,1989 Cancer. Age 
84. 


Neison D. Knisely, 4395-V, W8JMK, Sandusky, 
OH., December 16, 1986, after an extended 
iliness. 


George H. Lippencott, 3234-P, WA7LZP, 
Tucson, AZ., Dec. 20, 1988. 


Joseph H. Ludwig, 482-P, Non Amateur, Lake 
Worth, FL.(No details; Mail Returned). 


Harvey C. Lugar, 2399-V, WONGG, Pontiac, Il. 
No details. 


James A. Mayberry, Jr., 4000-P, W4GU, 
Wesley Chapel, FL., Retired from CAA/FAA. 


Joseph W. Meyer, 0060-TA, W2VW, Elmira, NY. 


Waiter R. Rathbun, 116-SGP, W7FW, Poulsbo, 
WA., March 10, 1989, Age 93. 


Harold A. Sears, 1075-SGP, WSNC, Houston,TX, 


Tobe L. Somers, 2592-P, W7BO, 
Friday Harbor, WA., August 5, 1989. 


Thomas S. Stradiey, 2461-SGP, Non Amateur, 
Camano Island, WA., August 24, 1989, Age 87. 


Fred M. Walls, 3966-M, WOCXI, Topeka, KS. 
Herbert E. Welch, 159-SGP, W6PRD, Stockton, 
CA. 
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in Remembrance 


Capt. Kurt Carlsen, 


Heroic Ship’s Master 


Captain Henrik Kurt Carlsen, a sea captain 
who gained international attention in 1952 for 
staying stubbornly aboard his_ crippled 
freighter for seven days as it slowly sank, died 
October 7, 1989 at his home in Woodbridge, NJ. 
He was 75. 

Carlsen, then the 37-year-old captain of the 
freighter FLYING ENTERPRISE, ordered 40 
crewmen and 10 passengers into lifeboats Dec. 
29, 1951, after his ship’s cargo shifted and a 
storm ripped open the ship’s hull in the English 
Channel. He remained with his ship, which was 
owned by American Export-lsbrandtsen Lines 
of New York, so the vessel could not be 
Claimed for salvage by another company. 

On Jan. 5, 1952, as another storm began to 
threaten the ship, Carlsen and the mate of an 
English tug that had come to the rescue, 
jumped overboard and watched from the 
tugboat’s deck as the ship sank into the 
Channel near Falmouth. For his heroism, Capt. 
Carisen received the Merchant’ Marine 
Disinguished Service Award, authorized by a 
special Act of Congress. 

Born in Denmark, Carlsen came to the United 


States in 1938 He worked for the New 
York-based shipping line from 1944 until his 
retirement in 1976. His last Master’s berth 


beginning in April, 1952, was aboard the FLYING 
ENTERPRISE ll, from which he operated his 
amateur radio station, W2ZXM. 

From 19846 to 1956, Carlsen was a close 
friend and neighbor of Hank Warner, SOWP 
2606-P, (now WIHRQ), in Woodbridge, Nu. 


(Thanks to SOWP members Earl Korf, K2IC, 
“Shelly” Shellenbarger, KC2PS, and W1HRO for 
this report. - Editor.) 
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HURRICANE - from Page 9 

People told us of the “great escape” on 
highway 1-26. All four lanes were jam-packed 
with cars heading west in a “parade” 60 and 
sometimes 100 miles long. No eastbound 
| traffic was permitted. 


Shortly after midnight Thursday, September 
21, HUGO’s center passed over Mt. Pleasant. 
At that time its outer winds were blowing hard 
where we were at West Columbia. Electricity 
went off at our hotel and most of Columbia. 
Looking out the window, we saw rain driven by 
the high winds, lightning flashes and fantastic 
electrical displays as power lines 
short-circuited and transformers blew up. We 
were without power during our stay at the 
hotel - no TV and no heat. We made two 
attempts to return home, but after driving 30 
miles we were blocked by traffic jams and 
thousands of fallen trees in the Francis Marion 
National Forest. On our third attempt, we finally 
reached home. 


We found four trees on the roof. One had 
crashed clear through. The ceiling of my den 
was water-soaked. Amazingly, no windows 
were broken, although several tornados had 
ripped through our town along with HUGO. The 
hurricane ripped up 20 more trees on our 
property. | also lost my 200-foot single wire 
“invisible” antenna, so necessary in this 
restricted area. Using the two remaining trees, 
| have installed a new antenna, not so invisible! 
Happily, my radio station was not damaged in 
any other way. 


Upon returning home we found we had no 
electricity, but there was limited telephone 
service. We did have running water. Radio 
broadcasts told us not to flush our toilets until 
they had been used five times. Sewage was 
overflowing onto the streets in another part of 
town where there was no power to run the 
pumps. 


Since our house is all-electric, we had no 
heat, no hot water, no lights, and no TV. It was 
damp and cold. We did our cooking with a 


charcoal fire - one hot meal ae day. 
Everywhere we looked we saw a jungle with 
damage everywhere. Many trees were 


destroyed. Most of our refrigerated food had 
spoiled. We were getting hungry. Cold 
showers did not boost our morale, so we 
evacuated our home a second time. We had 
enough gas in our car to drive to Royston, GA 
where we stayed with relatives for a few 
days. While there, we bought all kinds of 
supplies so we could go home and tough it 
out. Just as we arrived home, our electric 
power came back on and that improved things. 


This disaster was monumental. Weeks after 
HUGO struck, there are people of all races 
Standing in long lines for food, clothing, and in 
some cases water in Charleston and outlying 
areas. Many people lost everything except 
the clothes they were wearing. The cleanup 
and repairs will be another long, hard story. 
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CORRECTION, PLEASE 


Your Editor’s incoming mail brought us a 
postcard from Sam Beverage, 4266-V, W1IMGP, 
about Olive/VE7ERA’s article(info by Ron Martin) 
in our September-October 1989 issue.Says Sam: 


“.. [he Hindenburg crash was on the evening 
of May 6, 1937 as | was in the radio service lab 
at the Mass. Radio School in Boston that 
evening and had no more than gotten my test 
receiver working when the news flash came 
over about the crash. | know it was 1937, so! 
can’t accept the ‘June 19, 1937, some 13 months 
after’ (the Hindenburg disaster). | have nothing 
to prove the decomissioning date but in the 
TIME-LIFE book “The Giant Airships", it says 
that Hermann Goering ordered the Graf Z. and 
one other Zeppelin dismantled in early 1940 and 
the parts were used to build a radar tower in 
Holland.” (Sam, our encyclopedia confirms your 
Hindenburg crash date. Many thanks. -Ed.) 
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Famed Coast Station May Close 

- KFS Files With FCC - 


(The Editor received the following from SOWP 
member K.H. Righter, 3562-M, under date of 
October 25, 1989): “I recently copied the 
enclosed general message to all ships while | 
Was at sea... WESTERN UNION CORPORATION HAS FILED 


APPLICATION WITH THE FEDERAL COMMUNICA OMMISSION 
CLOSE RADIO KFS. SHIPBOARD OPERATORS WISHING TO PROTEST 
THS ACTION MAY TE IN WITH THE FCC 


C WRITING 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20554. KFS CONTINUES TO REMAIN OPEN AS 
USUAL WHILE THIS REQUEST IS REVIEWED. 


(5B OCT 89 0330 GMT CW TRAFFIC LIST , 436 KHZ 
GT CHEVRON LOUISIANA / WHING 
QRD RICHMOND CA FROM VALDEZ AK IN GULF OF ALASKA) 


“Looks like another U.S. coast station will 
become past history unless it is sold and kept 
open. Since | began going to sea in 1960, some 
five of our Coastal stations have been closed: 

WOE/Lantana, FL; WPA/Port Arthur, TX; 
WMH/Baltimore, MD; WSL/Amagansett, LI. NY 
and KOK/Los Angeles, CA... Radio 
KLB/Marysville, WA was shut down Jan. 3, 1983, 
but was reopened later after relocating to a 
new site by three of the remaining operators, 
as an independently owned/operated station. 
Before it was owned by WU, Radio KFS was a 
part of ITT... Guess this is a sign of the times as 
a note of interest to all SOWP members, active 
and retired.- Best wishes, K.H. Righter, 3562-M.” 


GM Issues Transceiver 
Installation Guidelines 


General Motors Corporation has released a 
brochure titled “Radio Telephone/Mobile Radio 
Installation Guidelines” for their late model 
automobiles. GM states that “these guidelines 
are intended to supplement, but not to be used 
in place of, detailed instructions for such 
installations which are the sole responsibility of 
the manufacturer of the involved radio 
telephone or land mobile radio.” The guidelines 
go over such items as transmitter location, 
antenna installation, antenna Coax routing, radio 
wiring and connection locations, and 
troubleshooting. Copies of the guidelines are 
available by writing to the Electromagnetic 
Compatibility Department, EMC Building 40, 
General Motors Proving Ground, Milford, Mi 
48024-2001."(From ARRL Field Forum, Oct. 1989) 
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Send comments, 


~~~The Editor’s Corner~-~~ 


You might not think so, but a lot of 
a water has gone over the dam since 
first issue in March, 1989. Now, as we 
complete Volume 1, No. 4 of the World Wireless 
Beacon, we'd like first to say “Many Thanks” 
to all our contributors. Sometimes we are 
indeed "swamped" by the volume of incoming 
mail. We try to feature those items which we 
feel are of timely interest to our members. 
Planning for each issue so far has changed in 
midstream because items come up which 
require us to rethink our original plan. This 
time, it was Hurricane Hugo and the California 
earthquake. Or, a submitted article Causes us 
to change our focus, to feature something more ~ 
timely. So, as this corner and our first year 
end, Ye Ed sends Season's Greetings to All 
and Best Wishes for a Brighter Tomorow! 
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